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Congressional Quiz 





Q--How many Congressional investigations have 
been undertaken in 1955? 


A--A Congressional Quarterly tabulation shows 
that committees of Congress had launched 126 
investigations through 

Sept. 15. ‘The break- 

down: 62 by Senate, 

55 by House, 9 by joint 

committees. The fav- 

orite probe topics, ac- 

cording to CQ’s count, 

were military programs, 

communism and = sub- 

version, and business 

and businessmen, CQ's 

records also _ indicate 

that about two dozen new inquiries will begin 
by January, 1956. 


()--How much money did Congress provide for 
probes this year? 


A--A Congressional Quarterly study shows that 
the 84th Congress, during its first session, au- 
thorized $5,591,489 for probes, Senate commit- 
tees were authorized to spend $3,124,422, House 
committees $2,467,067. In addition, Senate com- 
mittees had available $522,644 in ‘‘carryover’’ 
funds -- money authorized for probes but unspent 
by the 83rd Congress. The carryover money push- 
ed the 1955 money for probes total to $6,114,133. 


()--What progress did civil rights legislation 
make in 1955? 


A--Civil rights measures made virtually no prog- 
ress in 1955, according to a Congressional 


Quarterly survey. CQ found that lawmakers in- 
troduced 111 proposals (including many dupli- 
cations) affecting civil rights. Only one meas- 
ure -- a non-controversial bill to permit federal 
employment of Mongolians -- was passed by the 
House; the Senate took no action on civil rights 
legislation. House committees and subcommit- 
tees held hearings on 52 civil rights measures; 
Senate committees held none. 


. Q--What does ex-President Harry S, Truman 


say about proposals that he seek the Presidency 
again? 


A--Truman Aug. 29 said he would never again 
be a candidate for public office. Alabama's 
Democratic Gov. James E, (Big Jim) Folsom 
Aug. 15 predicted Truman would seek the Presi- 
dency in 1956 and would ‘‘beat the daylights’’ out 
of President Eisenhower. 


. Q--When does the 1956 primary election season 


begin? 


A--Three states have scheduled April prima- 
ries: Illinois, April 10; New Jersey, April 
17; and Pennsylvania, April 24. Presidential 
preference primaries are scheduled even earlier: 
March 13 in New Hampshire, March 20 in 
Minnesota, 


NOTE: CQ Weekly Report pages on which additional 
data may be found: (1), (2) 1021ff.; (3) 1029; 
(4) 1001, 1033; (5) 1034. 
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LOBBY ROUNDUP 


Pressure Group Activity Shaped Key 1955 Decisions, 


Offers Clue to Coming Special Interest Drives 


Intensive lobby activity shaped key decisions during 
the first session of the 84th Congress and offered a 
preview of the pressure drives expected in 1956. 


Major lobby drives were set in motion when Con- 
gress considered highway, power, water resources, 
natural gas, farm price supports, school aid, housing, 
and tax programs. All should be lobby issues again in 
1956. 


Lobby efforts to shape reciprocal trade, military 
reserves, social security, and minimum wage legislation 
apparently ended, at least for the time being, when com- 
promise legislation was enacted. But some groups were 
dissatisfied with the measures, may press for revision. 


Left hanging when Congress adjourned were such 
controversial issues as sugar quotas, Upper Colorado 
and Fryingpan-Arkansas reclamation projects, and the 
Dixon-Yates and Hells Canyon power disputes. Lobby 
pressures should be intense on these issues in 1956. 


Major Lobby Fights 


Congressional Quarterly’s annual lobby roundup 
tells what the lobbies wanted and what they got on major 
issues in the first session of the 84th Congress: 


RECIPROCAL TRADE 


@® What Freer-Trade Lobbies Wanted -- Led by the 
Committee for a National Trade Policy, a lobby coalition 
backed a bill (HR 1) to extend the reciprocal trade pro- 
gram. The League of Women Voters, the Committee on 
Foreign Trade Education, the National Council of Jewish 
Women, the National Farmers Union, and the CIO were 
all active in the fight to ease trade restrictions. These 
groups urged that the President be given more authority 
to simplify customs procedure and cut tariffs. They also 
supported the General Agreement on Tariff and Trade 
and the proposal to set up the Organization for Trade 
Cooperation as secretariat for GATT. 
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@ What High-Tariff Lobbies Wanted -- Opposition to 
the freer-trade groups was spearheaded by the American 
Tariff League and the Nation-Wide Committee of In- 
dustry, Agriculture and Labor on Import-Export Policy. 
Spokesmen for these groups argued that HR | would give 
the President too much authority over tariff-making and 
seriously injure many domestic industries. Their 
strategy was aimed at having major amendments -- such 
as a quota on oil imports -- tacked onto HR | before it 
went to the Senate. (See CQ Weekly Report, pp. 408ff., 
525ff.) 


@® What Congress Did -- Congress June 15 completed 
action on HR 1 (PL. 118), As enacted, the measure au- 
thorized a three-year extension and broadened the P resi - 
dent’s tariff-making authority. The final version au- 
thorized the President to limit imports threatening ‘to 
impair national security,’’ while broadening the Tariff 
Commission's power to recommend action to relieve any 
industry suffering ‘‘seriously’’ from import competition 
The bill also specifically stated that enactment would not 
indicate approval or disapproval of GATT, No action 
was taken on OTC or custom simplification. The House 
rejected 11 amendments, among them the proposed oil 
quota. (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 714.) 


RESERVE PROGRAM 


@ What Veterans and Patriotic Lobbies Wanted -- 
Support for a major overhaul of the military reserve 
system came from a loosely-knit group of veterans and 
patriotic organizations called the National Security 
Committee, Leadership was provided by the American 
Legion and the Reserve Officers Association with aid 
from the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the American Vet- 
erans of World War Il, and the Disabled American 
Veterans, Some business groups, such as the Chamber 
of Commerce of the U,S,, also supported an expanded 
reserve program. The Legion was particularly active in 
support of a ‘‘strong’’ reserve bill, which provided a 
reserve obligation of five years. The legion felt young 
men should serve three years in the reserves after two 
years of active duty, or 4% years in the reserves after 


Week ending Sept. 16, 1955 -- PAGE 1053 





completing ‘‘not less than 1,000 hours’’ (four months, by 
legion figures) of military training. The Legion also 
favored a compulsory provision -- authority to recall for 
additional duty men who failed to serve satisfactorily in 
the reserves, (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 183.) 


@® What labor, Farm, and Church lobbies Wanted -- 
Opposition to the reserve program was led bythe Friends 
Committee on National Legislation, the Women's Inter- 
national league for Peace and Freedom, and the National 
farmers Union. These long-time opponents of any form 
of peacetime military training instead favored world dis- 
armament, humanitarian work by the United Nations, and 
cuts in the military establishment. The National Associa- 
tion of Secondary School Principals opposed provisions 
that might induce young people to leave high school before 
graduation; the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People wanted an anti-segregation provision, 


@ What Congress Did -- |.awmakers passed a compro- 
mise reserve program that would require five years of 
active- and ready-reserve service and an additional one- 
year standby reserve obligation for men inducted after 
the bill was enacted, Reservists not meeting training 
requirements could be inducted for 45 days’ service per 
year. The bill also provided for 250,000 voluntary enlist- 
ments annually of youths 17 to 18% years of age to serve 
three to six months on active duty and 7% years in the 
ready reserve, The Reserve bill (HR 7000) was signed 
(PI. 305) by President Eisenhower on Aug. 9. (See CQ 
Weekly Report, p. 893.) 


HIGHWAY PROGRAM 


@ What Highway Industry lobbies Wanted -- An Ad- 
ministration proposal to spend $101 billion on roads in 10 
years found many groups agreeing over ‘‘principle’’ but 
differing over details and financing. The American Road 
Builders Association approved of the program, but wanted 
to insure that regular federal aid to highways was not 
‘‘frozen’’ as a result. The Automobile Manufacturers 
Association favored a ‘‘large’’ program that would in- 
clude research in materials and highway design. The 
ruck Trailers Manufacturers Association wanted an ex- 
panded highway program financed by a highway user tax, 
(See CQ Weekly Report, p. 89.) 


@® What Highway User lobbies Wanted -- The American 
Automobile Association and the National Association of 
Motor Bus Operators led the fight against toll roads. 
The American Farm Bureau Federation also opposed toll 
roads as well as any increase in federal contributions 
for highway construction. The American Trucking Asso- 
clations favored a highway program, but insisted on a 
‘‘fair’’ highway user tax on truckers, The Private Truck 
Council of America, Inc., wanted users to assume 
‘“‘proper’’ share of the cost. 


®@ What |ocal Government Officials Wanted -- The 
American Association of State Highway Officials wanted 
100 percent federal financing of construction on the in- 
terstate system, with state maintenance after completion. 
lhe National Association of County Officials pleaded for 
*‘adequate’’ attention to secondary roads. 

®@ What Congress Did -- The Senate May 25 passed a 
bill (S 1048) to provide $900 million a year for fiscal 
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years 1957-61 for a highway program. The measure in- 
cluded no financing provisions. (See CQ Weekly Report, 
p. 612.) The House July 27 rejected a proposed highway 
bill (HR 7474) to raise gasoline and other taxes by $12.4 
billion to help pay for a $48.5 billion highway program 
The House also rejected the Administration proposal for 
a highway plan financed by sale of 30-year bonds. House 
Democratic leaders blamed defeat of the pay-as-you-go 
program on lobbyists for trucking interests, (See CQ 
Weekly Report, p. 922.) 


POWER 


@ What Public Power Lobbies Wanted -- Public power 
forces concentrated most of their efforts on the Dixon- 
Yates and Hells Canyonissues. Public power groups 
wanted the federal government to build a single, multi- 
purpose high dam at Hells Canyon on the Snake River, 
about 90 miles north of Wieser, Idaho. These groups -- 
led by the National Hells Canyon Association, the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, and the Ameri- 
can Public Power Association -- argued that greater 
economic development would be possible with the high 
dam and that the government would benefit from the 
broadened tax base. (See CQ Weekly Report, pp. 433ff.) 
NRECA and APPA were leading opponents of the Dixon- 
Yates power contract. The contract would have permitted 
the Tennessee Valley Authority to purchase needed ad- 
ditional electric power from a private power combine. 
(See CQ Almanac, Vol. X, 1954, pp. 539ff; CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 805.) Public power groups said the contract 
would be ‘‘a surrender’’ to the private power companies 
and would ‘‘destroy TVA."’ 


@ What Private Power Lobbies Wanted -- The National 
Association of Electric Companies backed the Idaho 
Power Co.'s bid to build three small dams on the Snake 
River in place of the single federal dam. NAEC argued 
that the high dam would cost more and would have a 
poorer tax yield. Private power interests also claimed 
Idaho power's plan was in line with the Administration's 
“‘partnership’’ power policy. NAEC, as well as some 
business groups interested in getting government out of 
commercial enterprises, also supported the Dixon- 
Yates contract. ‘The groups argued that rates under 
the contract would be lower than any other AEC contract 
for power, that the private companies were ‘‘competent 
and able to do the job,’’ and that they should have ‘‘the 
opportunity to help supply power needed for atomic 
development,’’ 


® What Congress Did -- Congress July 7 voted (HR 
6766 -- PL. 163) $6.5 million for transmission lines to 
link the proposed Dixon- Yates plant to the TVA system 
Without the lines no Dixon- Yates power could be delivered 
to TVA, Congress stipulated, however, that if Memphis, 
Tenn,, decided to build its own power plant (thereby 
relieving demands for TVA power), the funds would be 
withheld. (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 819.’ On July 11, 
after Memphis said it would build its own plant, the Ad- 
ministration cancelled the Dixon-Yates contract. (See 
CQ Weekly Report, p. 849.) On Aug. 22 the Senate 
Judiciary Antitrust and Monopoly Subcommittee re- 
ported that the Administration used ‘‘sly and clever” 
tactics to hide details of the contract. (See CQ) Weekly 
Report, p. 1019.) 





On Hells Canyon, the House Interior and Insular 
Affairs Irrigation and Reclamation Subcommittee July 27 
approved a bill (HR 4719) which would authorize $484 
million for federal construction of the Hells Canyon 
project. However, on Aug. 4 the Federal Power Com- 
mission granted the Idaho Power Co. permission to build 
three dams on the Snake River between Idaho and Oregon. 
(See CQ) Weekly Report, p. 989.) 


MINIMUM WAGI 


@ What Labor Lobbies Wanted -- Labor channeled its 
major efforts behind a drive to achieve revision of the 
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938. The CIO and AFI 
urged an increase in the minimum wage from 75 cents 
an hour to $1.25 an hour. They also recommended that 
minimum wage benefits be extended to several million 
more workers. Two special groups -- the Joint Minimum 
Wage Committee and the Citizens’ Committee on a Fair 
lL.abor Standards Act -- were founded to muster support 
of local officials and civic groups. Labor lobbies con- 
tended the existing minimum wage lagged behind wages, 
living costs, and productivity. Labor also argued that its 
proposal would assure low-income families a ‘‘decent 
living’’ standard while bolstering the economy. 


@ What Industry Lobbies Wanted -- lL.eading the opposi - 
tion to any change in the present law were the National 
Association of Manufacturers and the Chamber of Com- 
merce of the U.S. Both groups opposed any raise in the 
minimum wage and any extension of minimum wage bene - 
fits to additional workers. They argued that the raise 
would have a ‘‘disemployment tendency’’ by eliminating 
some marginal operations, inducing a spiral of wage in- 
creases to maintain differentials for workers within in- 
dustries. This, they contended, would seriously affect 
the financial position of many companies. Industry also 
pointed out that the minimum wage offsets regional wage 
differentials and thus deters a special attraction to capita! 
investment where it is needed. 


@ What the Administration Wanted -- The Administra- 
tion asked that the minimum wage be raised to 90 cents 
an hour. 


@ What Congress Did -- The Senate June 8 passed a 
bill (S 2168) to increase the minimum wage from 75 
cents an hour to $1 an hour effective Jan, 1, 1956. (See 
CQ Weekly Report, p. 683.) The House July 20 passed a 
minimum wage bill (HR 7214) providing for a similar 
increase effective March 31, 1956. (See CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 889.) Congress accepted the House version 
on July 30, The President signed the bill (PL 381) on 
Aug. 12. (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 953.) 


HOUSING 


@ What Pro-Public Housing Lobbies Wanted -- Lobby- 
ists initially expected little change in the public housing 
provisions enacted in 1954. (See CQ Almanac, Vol, X, 
1954, pp. 198ff.) The Senate, however, June 7 passed a 
housing bill (S 2126), and groups immediately began 
scurrying around for support in the House. (See CQ) 
Weekly Report, p. 685.) Supported by the AFL, CIO, and 
the U.S, Conference of Mayors, the National Housing 
Conference conducted an impromptu drive for 200,000 
public housing units a year until the 1949 authorization 
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of 810,000 units was reached, special housing for elderly 
persons, an expanded urban redevelopment program, and 
an increase in federal loans for advance planning of 
community facilities, (See CQ Weekly Report, pp. 732ff.) 


@ What Anti-Public Housing Lobbies Wanted -- Oppo- 
sition to any public housing program was led by the 
National Association of Real Estate Boards and the 
National Association of Home Builders The former 
urged Congress to ‘‘terminate the public housing pro- 
gram, (and)...liquidate’’ existing public housing projects 
Both groups commended the urban redevelopment pro- 
gram. The U.S, Savings and Loan League urged inde 
pendence of the Federal Home |.oan Bank System and 
backed the NAREB and the NAHB in their stand againat 
public housing. 


@® What Congress Did -- The Senate June 7 passed a 
bill (S 2126) to extend and enlarge federal housing legis- 
lation, An amendment to substitute the Administration's 
plan for construction of 35,000 public housing units 
annually for two years was rejected. As passed, the bill 
called for construction of 135,000 units annually, until 
the authorized total of 810,000, set in the Housing Act 
of 1949 was reached, Ihe House July 29 passed a 
‘‘skeleton’’ version of S 2126, after first removing all 
public housing provisions. On Aug, 2 Congress com- 
pleted action on a compromise version of S 2126 which 
authorized 45,000 units of public housing through July 
31, 1956, and removed restrictions imposed in1954, The 
bill also increased the authorization for assistance in 
slum clearance and urban redevelopment by $200 million 
for fiscal 1956 and 1957 and set up the Federal Home 
loan Bank Board as an independent agency no longer 
affiliated with the Housing and Home Finance Agency. 
(See CQ Weekly Report, pp. 959ff.) The bill was signed 
(PL. 345) on Aug. 11. 


NATURAL GAS 


@ What Pro-Regulation Lobbies Wanted -- Mayors of 
many cities using natural gas repeatedly urged Congress 
to continue federal control of natural gas sales in 
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interstate commerce. In Washington, the National In- 
stitute of Municipal Law Officers, the AFL, CIO, and 
Americans for Democratic Action supported federal 
regulation, All argued that a release from government 
control would mean an increase in the price of natural 
gas. (See CQ) Weekly Report, pp. 186ff.) 


@ What Anti-Regulation |Lobbies Wanted -- With the 
aid of two special units, the General Gas Committee and 
the Natural Gas and Oil Resources Committee, the Inde- 
pendent Natural Gas Association led a campaign to re- 
lease gas from federal control. Anti-regulation groups 
argued that because of the ‘‘hazardous’’ nature of dis- 
covery and the ‘‘vigorously competitive’’ market, federal 
regulation would result in ‘‘diminished supplies’’ of 
natural gas, 


@® What Congress Did -- The House July 28 passed a 
bill (HR 6645) to exempt gatherers and producers of 
natural gas from federal regulation, (See CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 928.) The Senate took no action on the meas- 
ure, The Senate Interstate and Foreign Commerce 
Committee July 28 reported $1853 (S Rept 1219) amended 
by substitution of the text of HR 6645. (See CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 777.) 


GOVERNMENT-IN-BUSINESS 


@ What Get-Government-out-of-Business lobbies 
Wanted -- The National Associated Businessmen, Inc., 
and the Chamber of Commerce of the U.S. carried the 
load in supporting legislation to force the federal govern- 
ment to discontinue its many business enterprises. These 
enterprises, largely operated by the Defense Department, 
include airlines, laundries, bakeries, and grocery stores. 
Pressure groups cited Congressional committee statis - 
tics showing that the government was operating some 
100 business enterprises with a total investment of at 
least $40 billion. The NAB, ‘‘determined to improve’’ 
this situation, backed a bill (HR 687) to put Congress 
on record as opposed to federal competition with private 
business and to give the Bureau of the Budget power to 
veto any new government activity which would compete 
with private business. The drive was favored by the 
Bureau of the Budget and the second (Hoover) Com- 
mission for the Organization of the Executive Branch 
of the Government. (See CQ Weekly Report, pp. 36ff., 
697.) 


| 


Specialized Lobby Lineup 
. . Their Stands On 


The Groups . . 
POWER GROUPS PUBLIC POWER PROJECTS 


American Public Power Assn Fon 
Nat. Assn. of Electric Cos Against 
Nat. Hural Electric Coop. Assn For 
TRANSPORTATION GROUPS BIGGER HIGHWAY PROGRAM 
American Trucking Assn For 
Assan. of American Railroad Against 
HOUSING GROUPS PUBLIC HOUSING 
iat. Asan. of Home Huilder Against 
Nat. Asan. of Heal Estate tae Against 
Nat, Housing Conterence fF of 
SUGAR GROUPS BIGGER DOMESTIC QUOTAS 
{ toot igatr Asan } or 
uban Sugar Council Against 





(Moat of these groupe took no stands on other issues.) 
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@ What Government Employee Unions Wanted -- Led 
by the Government Employees Council (AFL) federal 
employees unions urged safeguards against ‘‘indiscrimi- 
nate waste’’ of public funds while cutting back on busi- 
ness activities. The District Lodge No. 44 of the Inter- 
national Association of Machinists (AFL) and the Ameri- 
can Federation of Government Employees (AFL) wanted 
Congressional supervision over the proposed cutback. 


@ What Congress Did -- Congress took no actionon HR 
687, but did add provisions to appropriations bills which 
spelled out a cutback policy. On June 30 Congress 
cleared the Defense Appropriations bill (HR 6042 -- PL 
157) which contained a provision which would prevent 
shifting to private industry work that the government had 
been doing for three years without first giving the House 
and Senate Appropriations Committees 90 days advance 
notice. On July 30 the Supplemental Appropriations bil! 
(HR 7278 -- PL 219) was passed with a provision to bar 
use of Defense Department funds for ‘‘construction, re- 
placement, or reactivation of any bakery, laundry, ordry- 
cleaning facility’’ at U.S, bases, unless the Secretary of 
Defense certified that similar services were unavailable 
from ‘‘commercial sources at reasonable rates.’’ (See 
CQ Weekly Report, pp. 794, 964.) 


INCOME+EXCISE TAXES 


@ Lobbies Favoring Across-the-Board Tax Cuts -- 
Liberal and labor groups were quick to support a Demo- 
cratic proposal to cut personal income taxes by $20 for 
each exemption. The proposal was offered as an amend- 
ment to a bill (HR 4259) extending existing excise taxes 
for one year. The CIO and Americans for Democratic 
Action, early backers of the proposal, argued that the tax 
cut would give relief to the lower brackets, thus adding 
to spending and giving the economy aneeded boost. They 
also argued that excise taxes should be reduced and 
eventually eliminated on a priority basis, opposed any 
general sales tax or manufacturers’ excise tax as 
“*socially and economically unsound.’’ (See CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 243ff.) 


@ Lobbies Opposing Across-the-Board Tax Cuts -- 
The National Association of Manufacturers and the 
Chamber of Commerce of the U.S, took the lead in op- 
posing the $20 cut. Both groups said the proposal would 
lead to a ‘‘spiral of inflation.” Instead, they proposed 
that the top income tax rate be cut to a maximum of 35 
percent, They also argued for a replacement of present 
excises by a uniform excise tax on end products of manu- 
facture. 


@ What Congress Did -- Congress voted (PL 18) to 
extend existing excise taxes for one year, but refused 
to reduce individual income taxes. (See CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 336.) 


PRICE SUPPORTS 


@ What Flexible Support Lobbies Wanted -- The 
American Farm Bureau Federation made a determined 
stand in support of the flexible farm price support pro- 
gram (82.5 to 90 percent of parity) enacted by the 83rd 
Congress. (See CQ Almanac, Vol. X, 1954, pp. 100ff.) 
Assisted by some farm commodity and business groups, 
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the Federation argued that farmer income would be 
maintained at the ‘‘highest possible’’ levels if the price 
system were permitted to serve as the main balance 
wheel between supply and demand, It also argued that 
increased farm efficiency, lower costs, and market ex- 
pansion at home and abroad was the ‘‘sound”’ way to stop 
the drop in net farm income. (See C() Weekly Report, 


pp. 355ff.) 


® What Rigid Support Lobbies Wanted -- The National 
Farmers Union, supported by the CIO and AFL, were the 
chief promoters of a bill (HR 12) to restore rigid price 
supports at 90 percent of parity. The Farmers Union 
Claimed the flexible support program was a 
mistake’’ and ‘‘unworkable by its very nature.”’ 
tended the farmer's position could not be improved ‘‘by 
cutting his prices and income.”’ 
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Other Farm Lobbies Wanted -- Objecting to 
support levels as ‘‘too expensive’’ and 
expressing ‘‘no faith’’ in flexible supports, the National 
Grange said the farm-price program should be set up on 
a ‘‘commodity-by-commodity’’ basis. The Grange argued 
that no single formula could prescribe for the peculiar 
requirements of all commodities. The National Milk 
Producers Federation argued for its ‘‘self-help’’ program 
under which the dairy farmer would regulate production 
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Federationof Post Office Clerks (AFL.) and the National 
Association of letter Carriers (AFI led the drive in 
support of a bill (S 1) to provide postal workers with a 
10 percent raise, the minimum be $430 
(See CQ) Weekly Report, p, 135.) The American Federa- 
tion of Government Employees (Al l.) was the 
spokesman for the workers It backed a bill 
(S 67) which would grant all classified workers a 10 per 
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Union, American Association of University Women, and 
the National Congress of Parents and Teachers, They 
argued that the existing shortage of at least 340,000 
classrooms, coupled with sub-standard school buildings 
and the short supply of teachers, made increased Federal 
aid mandatory, 


® What Other Lobbies Wanted -- The National Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Colored People insisted that 
anti-segregation provisions be incorporated in any school 
aid proposal, (See CQ Weekly Report, pp. 157ff.) The 
Chamber of Commerce of the U,S,, assisted by state 
chambers and state tax groups, opposed federal aid pro- 
visions. They contended the states could and should pro- 
vide the necessary funds. 


® What Congress Did -- The House Education and Labor 
Committee July 28 reported a bill (HR 7535 -- H Rept 
1504) to provide $400 million annually to local school 
districts for school construction from July 1, 1956, to 
June 30, 1960. The Committee July 20 rejected an anti- 
segregation amendment to the bill. (See CQ Weekly Re- 
port, p. 915.) Hearings were held on the Senate side, but 
no bill was reported. 


SUGAR 


@ What Domestic Producers Wanted -- Domestic pro- 
ducers made a strong bid to gain a larger slice of the 
growing U.S, sugar market. ‘he American Sugar Cane 
league of the U.S.A, and the U.S, Beet Sugar Association 
led the domestic bloc in its drive to revise allotments 
under the Sugar Act of 1948, as amended, The bloc 
wanted to add 188,000 tons raw value to the annual fixed 
quotas; it also sought the right to supply 55 percent of 
any excess demand when U.S, consumption topped the 
annual estimated requirement. Domestic producers 
argued that under the present law Cuba gets 96 percent 
of the annual growth of the U.S, sugar market, while 
domestic producers get only their fixed legal quotas. 
They further argued that scientific advances have in- 
creased production per acre and that the result has been 
a domestic sugar surplus with a resulting cutback in 
acreage to hold production to legal limits. They further 
claimed that the 1948 law made what was supposed to be 
only a temporary concession to Cuba to assist her in 
making an adjustment from wartime production. 


® What Cuban Producers Wanted --Cuba, opposing any 
change in the 1948 formula, was represented by the U.S, 
Cuban Sugar Council and Cleary, Gottlieb, Friendly and 
Ball, a Washington law firm engaged by Cuban sugar 
interests, They argued that sugar provides more than 
50 percent of the total dollar exchange available to 
Cuba; any cut would mean a reduction in Cuba’s pur- 
chasing power in the U.S, The Washington law firm en- 
gaged 23 lawyers in key manufacturing centers in the 
U.S. They contacted manufacturers selling products in 
Cuba, urged them to pr: ect their Cuban market by asking 
Congressmen to make no change in the 1948 sugar 
formula, 


@ What Congress Did -- The House July 30 passed a 
bill (HR 7030) to create a new formula for sugar 
marketing quotas, The existing formula grants Cuba 96 
percent and other foreign countries 4 percent of the U.S. 
market, after fixed quotas of 5,421,000 tons have been 
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fixed by domestic and Philippine growers. The proposed 
new formula would continue the fixed quotas, but permit 
Cuba and foreign countries to maintain the 96-4 percent 
ratio as long as U.S. demand stays within 8,350,000 tons. 
Beyond 8,350,000 tons, Cuba would get 48 percent, other 
foreign countries 2 percent, with the remaining 50 
percent going to domestic producers. The Senate Finance 
Committee Aug. 1 ordered reported a bill (S 1635) 
amended by substitution of the text of HR 7030 with 
changes to provide that any increase in U.S, consumption 
above 8,300,000 tons be supplied 25.6 percent by Cuba, 
19.4 percent by other foreign countries on the basis of 
their sales of sugar in the U.S. market during the past 
four years, and the remaining 55 percent by domestic 
producers. S 1635 would extend the Sugar Act to 1962, 
instead of 1960, as HR 7030woulddo. There was no final 
action on the measure, (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 962.) 


Other Lobby Fights 


Small Business Administration -- A battle revolved 
around the SBA, an agency set up to make loans to small 
businesses, aid them in gaining a fair share of govern- 
ment contracts, and counsel them on financial and manage- 
ment problems. SBA, created in 1953, was slated to 
expire in 1955. The National Federation of Independent 
Business and the Smaller Business Association of New 
England helped promote an extension of SBA’s life as an 
independent agency. The Chamber of Commerce of the 
U.S. and the American Bankers Association favored an 
integrated SBA in the Department of Commerce. Con- 
gress extended the life of SBA (S 2127 -- PL 263) for 
two more years as an independent agency of the govern- 
ment. (See CQ Weekly Report, pp. 537ff., 957.) 


Coops vs. NTEA -- The National Tax Equality 
Association has long championed proposals to force 
cooperatives to pay additional taxes. NTEA in 1955 
again backed legislation to require farm cooperatives 
to pay taxes on dividends paid on outstanding capital 
stock and taxes on patronage refunds distributed to 
members. NTEA said the ‘‘privileged’’ tax status of 
cooperatives has become a ‘‘cloak to cover competitive 
business operations,’’ Opposition came from the Co- 
operative League of the U.S. and the National Council 
of Farmer Cooperatives. Both argued that earnings 
from cooperative activity were not profits, did not 
legally belong to the coops, and that the NTEA proposals 
were ‘‘essentially a move to destroy cooperatives.”’ 
Congress took no action on the proposals in 1955. 


Transportation -- A report by the Presidential 
Advisory Committee on Transport Policy touched off a 
propaganda war between competing transportation medi- 
ums, The Association of American Railroads and rail- 
road labor brotherhoods supported a ‘‘more equitable’’ 
policy limiting power of the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission to regulate railroad rates, enable railroads to go 
into the trucking and bus business ‘‘on an equal! basis,”’ 
and impose user charges on airlines and waterways, The 
opposing groups, led by the American Trucking Associa- 
tions, the Air Transport Association, and the American 
Waterways Operators, contended the railroads should not 
be allowed to ‘‘lower rates at will,’’ andthat allowing the 
railroads to operate trucks and airlines could lead to 
monopoly. (See CQ Weekly Report, pp. 435ff., 441.) 
Congress took no action on transportation in 1955. 








4,000 in Nine Years 


LOBBYISTS SWELL RANKS OF PRESSURES BRIGADE 


Lobbyist recruits swelled the recorded ranks of the 
pressures brigade to more than 4,000 during the first 
session of the 84th Congress. 


Registration figures compiled by Congressional 
(Quarterly for 1955 showed 329 persons and organizations 
had registered under the Federal Regulation of Lobbying 
Act through Aug. 2, the date the first session adjourned 
Eighteen more registrations had been filed as of Sept. 15. 


If the post-adjournment registration rate continues, 
1955 totals would approach the 413 registrants recorded 
in 1954. 


The lobby law, enacted Aug. 2, 1946, requires all 
persons attempting to influence federal legislation to 
register with the Clerk of the House and the Secretary 
of the Senate. In the nine years between the date the 
law became effective and the date the first session ad- 
journed, 4,013 persons and organizations registered as 
lobbyists. Post-adjournment registrations brought the 
total to 4,030 as of Sept. 15. 


MANY DUPLICATIONS 


Many of the filings, however, are duplications. Of 
the 329 additions to the lobby rolls at adjournment time, 
for instance, only 221 were new registrants. The others 
had filed at least once prior to 1955. The breakdown of 
the 221: individuals, 178; law and public relations firms, 
15; organizations, 28. Since adjournment, 15 individuals, 
no law and public relations firms, and three organiza- 
tions have registered. 


first full 
1952, 


The one-year high was 731 in 1947, the 
year of the law’s operation. ‘The one-year low: 
when only 204 lobbyists registered. 


Lobbyists’ wages and expenses varied as widely as 
their interests. 


In 1955, two organizations -- the Committee for 
Broadening Commercial Bank Participation in Public 
Financing and the General Gas Committee -- anticipated 
the most expenses, according tothe records. Both groups 
estimated their expenses at $75,000. 


Some individual lobbyists worked without pay; others 
said they would receive as much as $150 per day. The 
highest anticipated annual compensation was $25,000. 
That amount appeared on several registration forms. 


BIGGEST LOBBY TEAM 


The biggest 1955 team of lobbyists worked for the 
Cuban Sugar Growers Association and the National Cuban 
Sugar Mills Owners Association. Records showed 23 
lobbyists were registered by the Washington law firm 
of Cleary, Gottlieb, Friendly & Ball and its New York 
affiliate, Cleary, Gottlieb, Friendly & Hamilton, on 
behalf of the sugar organizations. 


Both Cuban sugar groups sought extension of the 
Sugar Act of 1948 with no change in the foreign and do- 
mestic sugar quotas. The quotas, in fact, were unchanged 
as of adjournment, but the House had passed a bill (HR 
7030) to give domestic growers a bigger share of expand- 
ing U.S. consumption. (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 961.) 
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Previous Registrations 


The Federal Regulation of Lobbying Act, en- 
acted Aug. 2, 1946, requires the registration of all 
persons attempting to influence federal legislation, 
The year-by-year picture of total registrations 
since the law became effective: 


Year Registrations 


342 
204 
296 
413 
329 


Year 
1946* 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 


Registrations 


1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955" 


* Last four months only 


t From jan. 1 through Aug. 2 


Such results illustrate the fact that most lobbyists 
at the end of the session could report progress toward 
their sponsors’ goals, but few could claim clear-cut 
victories. Most pressure campaigns, like that con- 
cerning sugar quotas, were expected to continue in 1956 


The lobby law itself continued to be criticized in 
1955. It was, however, upheld in a Supreme Court de- 
cision of June 7, 1954, which defined lobbying as ‘‘direct 
communication with Congress.’’ (See CQ Almanac, Vol, 
X, 1954, p. 674; CQ Weekly Report, pp. LOLSff.) 


CONGRESSMEN WHO FILED 


Six former Congressmen were employed as lobby- 
ists in 1955 to carry on that ‘‘direct communication,’’ 
Registrations showed the ex-lawmakers and their spon 
sors included: 


Ex-Rep. Robert A, Grant (R Ind., 1939-49), Ethanol 
Institute, South Bend, Ind.; ex-Rep. William C, Lantaff 
(D Fla., 1951-54), U.S, Cuban Sugar Council of Washing 
ton, D.C,; ex-Rep. Carter Manasco (DD Ala., 1941-49), 
Southern Pine Industry Committee of New Orleans, La. 


Ex-Rep. J. Hardin Peterson (D Fla., 1933-50) filed 
for the West Coast Inland Navigation District, Braden 
town, Fla.; Florida Citrus Mutual, lakeland, Fla., 
lromoka Land Co,, Sebring, Fla.; Howard L., Shannon, 
acting trustee for Color Legislative Fund, | .akeland, Fla.; 
and for Gene Salentine of Brooksville, Fla. 


Former Senate Democratic |.eader Scott W, Lucas 
(D Ill., 1939-51) filed for the E.J. Albrecht Co, of Chi- 
cago, Ill. Ex-Sen, James P, Kem (R Mo., 1947-53) filed 
for the Tariff Committee of the Woven Felt Industry, c/o 
Albany Felt Co,, Albany, N.Y. Lucas and Manasco also 
had filed prior to 1955. 


Another filee bound to have wide Washington contacts 
was former Secretary of Army Kenneth ©, Royall, who 
registered as a lobbyist for eight New York 
picture firms. 


motion 
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Pressures on Congress 








| In This Section... 


@ ADA Kates Congressmen’s Performance 

@ Campaign Launched for Amendments 

@ Legion Unit Backs UN Organization 

@ Medical, Trucking, Citrus Lobbyists File | 





ADA RATES CONGRESS 


“Off-the-floor compromises and deals’’ and ‘‘too 
few roll-call votes’’ characterized the first session of 
the 84th Congress according to a Sept. 12 evaluation by 
Americans for Democratic Action based on 10 roll-call 
votes. ADA also evaluated voting records of both major 
political parties and individual Members of Congress. 
(For CQ’s Key Vote analysis, see CQ Weekly Report, 
pp. 976ff.) 


The roll-call votes selected, said ADA, ‘‘show a 
clear-cut division of opinion for and against liberal poli- 
cies as ADA sees them.”’ The issues selected by ADA 
included taxes, reciprocal trade, foreign aid, public hous- 
ing, statehood, an amendment tothe Natural Gas Act, 83rd 
Congress censure of Sen, Joseph R. McCarthy (R Wis.). 
ADA said its vote evaluation was “‘in accord with the 
general body of liberal opinion in each case."’ 


ADA said any voting record ‘‘culled’’ from the first 
session would be ‘‘inadequate’’ because there ‘‘were too 
few roll-call votes,"’ 

The Group continued; ‘‘The measure of political 
genius in this session has too often been the ability to 
engage in parliamentary maneuvers to prevent the open 
discussion and recorded vote of the democratic process.”’ 


DEMOCRATS MORE LIBERAL 


The study, said ADA, ‘‘pointed upthe far more liberal 
voting records made by the Democrats in both... houses... 
than made by the Republicans... Inthe Senate the average 
Democrat supported the liberal position, as defined by 
ADA, 60.2 percent of the time, as against the average 
Republican who supported the liberal position only 13.5 
percent of the time.’ 


ADA listed Democratic Sens, Hubert H, Humphrey 
(Minn,), Estes Kefauver (Tenn.), Herbert H. Lehman 
(N.Y.) and Pat McNamara (Mich.), but no Republicans, as 
supporting the liberal position onthe lO votes, Sen. Strom 
Thurmond (D S.C,), and 19 Republicans were listed as 
having opposed the liberal position on all key votes, 
Highest Senate Republican was William Langer (N,D,) with 
a 50 percent score, said ADA. 


‘In the House,’’ ADA continued, ‘‘the average Demo- 
cratic Congressman supported the liberal position 68.6 
percent of the time, as against the average Republican 
Congressman whose liberal rating was 32.4 percent... 
Fifty-eight Democrats...but no Republicans, scored 100 
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percent...Twenty Republicans and nine Democrats op- 
posed the liberal position on all key votes, Highest scor- 
ing Republicans in the House were William S, Mailliard 
(Calif.) and Walter H, Judd (Minn.) with percentage scores 
of 90..."’ 


AMENDMENT CAMPAIGN 


Long range plans to secure five new amendments to 
the Constitution were announced Sept. 12 by a newly- 
organized group, Campaign for the 48 States. Campaign's 
drive was to be launched Sept. 17 fromits Memphis, Tenn. 
headquarters. Over a five-year period the organization 
said it wanted to recruit at least a million supporters at 
the rate of a penny a day. Proposed amendments the 
group supported were designed, it said, to stop ‘‘creeping 
socialism,’’ limit the power of Congress totax and spend, 
decentralize the federal government, and restore solvency 
to individual states. 


Trustees of the new organization included Robert B. 
Snowden, chairman, farmer and feed manufacturer, Mem- 
phis, Tenn.; Paul Bakewell, attorney, St. Louis, Mo.; Dr. 
Donald J, Cowling, educator, Minneapolis, Minn.; Brig. 
Gen. P. A. Del Valle, USMC (Ret.), Alexandria, Va.; 
Robert B, Dresser, attorney, Providence, R,1,; Brig. Gen. 
Bonner Fellers, USA (Ret.), national director, For Amer- 
ica, Washington, D.C,; J.H, Gipson, publisher, Caldwell, 
Idaho; Ex-Sen, Albert W, Hawkes, (R NJ, 1943-49) Mont- 
clair, N.J.; Joseph S, Kimmel, industrialist, Davenport, 
lowa; and William Logan Martin, attorney, Birmingham, 
Ala. 


Proposed amendments backed by the group: 


@® SJ Res 23, Dirksen (R Ill.) and H J Res 182, Reed 
(R Ul.) -- Limit personal income taxes to 25 percent of 
annual income unless Congress, by a three-fourths maj- 
ority, voted to exceed this limit. 

@S J Res 2, Byrd (D Va.) and Bridges (R N.H.,) -- 
Require a balanced budget by limiting appropriations to 
estimated receipts except during emergencies. 

@S J Res 3, Mundt (R S,D.), and H J Res 4, Coudert 
(R N.Y.) -- Provide for one member of the electoral col- 
lege to be chosen from each House district and for two 
to be chosen at large from each state. 

@H J Res 200, Reed (R Ill.), and H J Res 201, Walter 
(D Pa.) -- Empower states to amend the Constitution 
without Congressional intervention. 

@S J Res 1, Bricker (R Ohio) -- Limit President's 
treaty-making power, (See CQ Weekly Report, pp. 767ff.) 


LEGION UNIT BACKS UNESCO 


A special American Legion committee Sept. 10 said 
charges against the United Nations Educational, Scientific, 
and Cultural Organization were ‘‘utterly without founda- 
tion.’” The committee said ‘‘UNESCO is not favorable 
toward world government...is not atheistic and,..is in no 
sense or degree communistic."’ 











The Legion's Americanism commission previously 
had said it had evidence that there were a number of 
Communist sympathizers in UNESCO. The national 
executive Committee refused to send a representative to 
the United States Commission for UNESCO in 1954. 


National Commander Seaborn P,. Collins Sept. 11 
urged Legion members to ‘‘have no truck’’ withthe Fund 
for the Republic or its projects. Collins said he was 
issuing an ‘‘alert’’ because it appeared to him that the 
Fund and its President, Robert Maynard Hutchins, were 
“threatening and may succeed in crippling the national 
security.’’ Hutchins said it was ‘‘too bad’’ Collins had 
not informed himself of the Fund’s purposes before issu- 
ing his statement. ‘‘The purpose of the Fund,’’ Hutchins 
said, ‘‘is to defend the American principles enunciated in 
the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution."’ 
He added that the Fund was set up to ‘‘advance under- 
standing of civil liberties.’’ 





PRESSURE POINTS 


GAW RULING -- Secretary of Labor James P, Mitchell 
Sept. 8 said the federal government would not consider 
employer contributions toward privately negotiated ‘‘lay- 
off pay plans’’ as wages under the Fair Labor Standards 
Act. This was one of several rulings needed to effect the 
““supplemental unemployment benefit plans’’ recently 
negotiated in certain industries. Also needed were a 
Treasury ruling that employer contributions were tax 
deductible business costs and permission from several 
states so that simultaneous state unemployment compen- 
sation and private ‘‘supplemental payments’’ could be 
made. (See CQ Weekly Report, p. 1048.) 


WATERWAY TOLLS -- The American Waterways Oper- 
ators, Inc., Sept. 15 said ‘‘widespread opposition is 
already developing’’ against a recommendation that 
freight carriers using improved U.S, rivers and canals 
pay a federal toll. Chester C, Thompson, AWO presi- 
dent, said 30 national organizations representing industry, 
agriculture, commerce, and transportation would ‘‘or- 
ganize a national movement to kill a tolls bill should one 
be introduced..."". Thompson mentioned the Ohio Valley 
Improvement Association, the American Merchant Marine 
Conference, Propeller Club of the U.S., and the National 
Defense Transportation Association as opposed to tolls 


CIVIL RIGHTS -- Roy Wilkins, executive secretary of 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People, Sept. 8 said ‘‘there cannot, there must not be, 
any compromise’’ on civil rights issues, Wilkins said 
‘‘no group of self-respecting citizens can subscribe to any 
program Or support any organization that embodies the 
philosophy or employs the techniques of compromise in 
basic, declared citizenship rights.’’ He said there may 
be occasions for ‘‘give and take on method”’ and ‘‘in a 
limited degree, on timing’’ but not on the rights. 


MERGER -- George Meany, AFL president, Sept. 6 
described the proposed merged AF L.-CIO labor organiza- 
tion as ‘‘an instrument to give us a liberal Congress.”’ 
Meany said the goal would be ‘‘to elect people with a 
more liberal viewpoint who look with a more sympathetic 
eye on the objectives of our movement.’ 





| LOBBYIST REGISTRATIONS 


Representatives of the medical profession and the 
citrus industry and trucking industries filed under the 
Federal Regulation of Lobbying Act between Sept, 2-9. 


Individual registrants include: William J, Kennard, 
Thomas R, Kingsley, and J, Hardin Peterson, One 
organization, the Florida Citrus Mutual, also registered. 


EMPLOYER -- American Medical Association, 535 N, 
Dearborn St., Chicago 10, Ill. 

Registrant -- WILLIAM J, KENNARD, M.D,, 1523 
L. St. N.W., Washington 5, D.C, Filed 9/7/55 

Legislative Interest -- ‘‘All bills... relating tohealth 
and welfare.’’ 


EMPLOYER - Florida 
Fund), Lakeland, Fla. 

Registrant -- FLORIDA CITRUS MUTUAL. (L.EGIS- 
LATIVE FUND), Lakeland, Fla, Filed 9/7/55. 

Legislative Interest -- ‘'...Tax relief for sale of fruit 
trees, similar to HR 5597 of the 83rd Congress;...any 
legislation that affects the citrus industry.’’ The bill re- 
ferred to would make the provision of the Internal Revenue 
Act concerning capital gains and losses on sale of land 
with an unharvested crop retroactive to Dec, 31, 1941. 

Expenses -- ‘‘Actual expenses (to J, Hardin Peter 
son)...estimated not to exceed $2,500 for a year, The 
retainer ($6,000) covers legal work other than legislative, 
but it is impossible to separate exactly the percentage of 
time used in each..,Note: This registration is for the 
purpose of showing the rehiring of J, Hardin Peterson 
and the modification of terms of payment."’ 

Previous Registration -- Jan, 12, 1955. (See CQ) 
Weekly Report, p. 67.) 


EMPLOYER -- Florida Citrus Mutual, |.akeland, Fla 

Registrant -- J, HARDIN PETERSON, attorney, 
Cochrane Bldg., |L.akeland, Fla, Filed 9/7/55 

Legislative Interest -- ‘‘Any legislation that affects 
the citrus industry."’ 

Compensation -- ‘'$6,000 per year 


Citrus Mutual (Legislative 


plus $100 per day 
when on business out of state... 

Expenses -- ‘‘Actual expenses...estimated not to 
exceed $2,500 for a year, The retainer covers legal work 
other than legislative but it is impossible to separate 
exactly the percentage of time used in each, Note; This 
registration is for the purpose of showing the rehiring of 
J, Hardin Peterson and the modification of terms of 
payment,’’ 

Previous Registration July 11, 1955 See CO 
Weekly Report, p. 875.) 


EMPLOYER -- Mover’s Conference of America, 16th 
and P Sts. N.W,, Washington 6, D.C, 

Registrant -- THOMAS R, KINGSIEY, director of 
research, 16th and P Sts, N.W,, Washington 6, 1.C, 
Filed 9/6/55. 

Legislative Interest -- ‘‘Matters affecting interests 
of employers’ members...Specific interest centered on 
Sect, 638 of HR 6042, Department of Defense Appropria- 
tion Bill. (Against.)’’ Sect, 638 prevents shifting to 
private industry work the government had been doing for 
three years without first giving House and Senate Appro- 
priations Committees 90 days advance notice, (See Ci) 
Weekly Report, p. 791.) 

Compensation -- $48,000 annually 
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FARM ISSUE 


Farm problems and policies continued growing to- 
ward the full-size 1956 campaign issue leaders of both 
parties have predicted for them. (See CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 1049.) 


Democratic chairmen of nine midwestern states met 
Sept. 11 at International Falls, Minn,, and called the 
Eisenhower Administration’s agricultural policies ‘‘a 
brazen and ruthless betrayal of American farmers.”’ 
The charges were in a resolution drafted by Democratic 
leaders from Michigan, Wisconsin, Kansas, lowa, North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Minnesota, and Montana. 


The resolution demanded an ‘‘effective and realistic’’ 
farm program to restore rigid price supports at 90 per 
cent of parity on basic crops; pay farmers to curtail 
production if purchase and storage programs create 
surpluses; use incentive payments instead of acreage 
restrictions to take unneeded acres out of production. 


Republicans Sept. 7-9, at a Washington campaign 
school were concerned over falling farm prices. Robert 
Humphreys, GOP campaign director, said the farm 
issue was serious but ‘‘not insurmountable.’’ Minnesota 
Republican Chairman John Hartle said ‘‘we’ve got to 
assure the farmers that the Republican party is very 
definitely interested in their welfare or it is going to 
hurt us.’’ Don C, Pierson, lowa GOP leader, said: 
“There is considerable feeling we could make better 
headway in the disposal of surplus farm goods,”’ 


Republican Govs, Leo A, Hoegh of lowa and Walter 
J. Kohler of Wisconsin, co-chairmen of the upcoming 
Midwest Governors Conference, blamed farmdifficulties 
on previous Democratic administrations. 


STATE ROUNDUP 


CONNECTICUT -- A new law will permit any candi- 
date for state or federal office to petition for a primary 
after getting at least 20 percent of the votes at a state 
party convention, The petition must contain 5,000 sig- 
natures, 


FLORIDA -- The new state election law legally es- 
tablishes the name of the Democratic party, instead of 
‘*Democrat"’ party. 


MICHIGAN -- For the first time in several years, 
a new law placed candidates for national and state offices 
on the same ballot, 


MISSISSIPPI -- J. P. Coleman, governor-designate, 
Sept, 2 pledged to resist federal investigations of recent 
Democratic elections, The Justice Department was in- 
vestigating the Aug. 2 Democratic primary and the Aug. 
23 run-off to determine if Negroes were prevented from 
voting, 


PAGE 1062 opyright 1954 


| Quarterly News Features 





President and Politics 


President Eisenhower Sept. LOurged Republican 
state chairmen attending a Denver meeting climaxing 
the GOP campaign school (see CQ Weekly Report, 
p. 1049) to increase efforts in getting out a 1956 
Republican vote, In a prepared statement the P resi- 
dent said: 


‘‘In the national elections, something like a little 
over 50 percent of all qualified electors vote and in 
state and local elections, | am told it is frequently 
as low as 25 percent.’’ Congressional Quarterly's 
figures showed that in 1952, only nine Southern states 
-- where most interest centered in the primary 
elections -- had a voting turnout less than 50 percent 
of their potential. (See CQ Almanac, Vol. IX, 1953, 
p. 619.) 


The President also said: ‘‘There is no such thing 
as a hopeless state or a hopeless district.... If you 
just increase the Republican vote by, let us say, 15 
percent over what it was before in these difficult 
localities...you increase the prospects of state (GOP) 
victories.”’ 


Republican politicians interpreted the Presi- 
dent's statement to mean a 15 percent increase in 
the Republican vote, but without a deduction in the 
Democratic vote, CQ surveyed its election statistics 
and found that if the Republican 1952 vote had been 
15 percent greater: 


@ Mr. Eisenhower would have carried 45 states -- 
instead of 39 --‘leaving the Democrats with only 
Alabama, Georgia, and Mississippi. 

@ Republicans would have added governors in 
Missouri, Michigan, Rhode Island, and West Virginia, 
giving them 24 gubernatorial races won in 1952 and 
leaving the Democrats withsix gubernatorial races 
won, 

@ Republicans would have added 83rd Congress 
Senate seats in Massachusetts, Montana, and New 
Mexico, giving them a Senate majority of 51-44 in- 
stead of their actual 48-47 majority. 

® Republicans would have added 44 83rd Congress 
House seats, giving them a 265-169 majority in- 
stead of their actual 221-213 majority. Three of 
these 44 districts -- Sixth California, First Florida, 
and First Kansas -- were won by Republicans in 
1954. 

The 44 districts which would have elected Republi- 
cans in 1952 had there been a 15 percent increase in 
the GOP vote: Calif., 3rd, 6th, 14th, 27th; Colo., Ist, 
4th; Conn., Ist; Fla., lst; Idaho, Ist; Ill., 9th, 21st; 
Kan., lst; Ky., 2nd; Md., 4th, 7th; Mass., 2nd, 4th; 
Mich., 14th; Minn., 3rd, 6th; Mo., 8th, 9th, Lith; 
Mont., lst; N.J., 4th, llth, 14th; N.M., two at large; 
N.Y., Oth, 7th, 30th; N.C,, 9th; Ohio, 6th; Pa., 
14th, 15th, 21st; R.I., lst. 2nd; Wash., one at large; 
W,. Va., Ist, 2nd, 3rd. 


Sth, 








CONGRESSMEN ABROAD 


Members of Congress, returning from tours abroad, 
generally have been satisfied with Western economic 
and military programs, but skeptical of current Soviet 
policy. 

@ Sen. Alexander Wiley (R Wis.) Sept. 8, after a Euro- 
pean trip, said ‘‘one of the great concerns”’ in the area 
was ‘‘that the American people may be taken in by the 
new Soviet song and dance act and that we may not be 
willing to sustain our own defense efforts.’’ 

® Rep. Patrick J, Hillings (R Calif.) Sept. 7 said he 
thought ‘‘the Soviet Union is playing the greatest con 
game in history.’’ He said this was the main conclusion 
he drew from a tour of Russia and Eastern Europe. 

® Rep. E.C, Gathings (D Ark.) Sept. 13 credited the 
increasing strength of the free world for Soviet Russia's 
recent ‘‘softening attitude.’’ He said, on returning from 
Western Europe, the U.S, should permit credit for nations 
wishing to purchase surplus commodities. 

e@e Rep. Charles A, Halleck (R Ind.) Sept. 14, said on 
returning from Western Europe, that the foreign aid pro- 
gram must be continued because ‘‘it probably has been 
the strongest deterrent to war.’’ He also defended 
operation of the status of forces treaty. (See CQ Weekly 
Report, p. 881.) 

e Soviet Premier Nikolai Bulganin and Communist 
Party Chief Nikita Khrushchev Sept. 12 told five Senators 
they wanted toexpand Soviet U.S, trade to promote “better 
relations between our countries.’’ At the meeting were 
Sens. Milton R, Young (R N,D,), Estes Kefauver (D Tenn.), 
J. Allen Frear, Jr, (D Del.), Henry C, Dworshak (R 
Idaho), and George W, Malone (R Nev.),. 


FARM INCOME 


The Agriculture Department Sept. 13 reported a 
farm income decline of slightly more than 4 percent 
during the first half of 1955. The report attributed the 
loss primarily to a drop in farm prices, averaging about 
5 percent, 

Sen, Paul H, Douglas (D Ill.) Sept. 9 said the farm- 
ers’ position was ‘‘tough,’’ He quoted President Eisen- 
hower as having said in 1952 thatthe 90 percent of parity 
price support program would be upheld, But, said Doug- 
las, the Eisenhower Administration instituted flexible 
supports, dropping prices below already declining levels. 

Republican National Chairman leonard W, Hall Sept. 
11 said it was ‘‘just a lot of bunk’’ that Mr, Eisenhower 
had promised to continue supports at 90 percent of parity 
Douglas Sept. 14 wrote Hall, said the GOP was guilty of 
a ‘‘violation of a pledge.’’ 

Hall Sept. 15 said Mr. Eisenhower had upheld the 90 
percent price support program through the 1954 crop 
year Hall said Douglas told ‘‘only...part of what the 
President said....’’ 

Secretary of Agriculture Ezra Taft Benson Sept. 
14 said the Eisenhower Administration would keep to 
its basic farm policies. He said recommendations would 
be made to Congress to aid farmers, but would be 
‘‘an addition’’ to the present program rather than a 
‘‘change in direction.’ 


Around the Capitol 





EXECUTIVE BRIEFS 
FOREIGN AID CUT? 


Director John PD, Hollister of the International 
Cooperation Administration Sept. 8 said ‘‘we are hoping 
to balance the budget in fiscal 1956, so in this program 
we must be careful that our money will be spent where 
it will do the most good,,,, In certain things it may be 
possible to slow up somewhat.”’ 


OIL. IMPORTS 


Director Arthur S, Flemming of the Office of Defense 
Mobilization Sept. 13 told 18 United States oil companies 
their imports of crude and residual oil were running 
too high. If they did not curbthem the government would 
have to act, he added. (See CQ) Weekly Report, pp 
326ff., 449.) 





CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFS 


POSTAL DEFICTI 


Sen. Olin D, Johnston (D S.C.) Sept, 13 said '°$250 
million can be saved by elimination of waste”’ in the Post 
Office Department. Assistant Postmaster General lugene 
J, Lyons Sept. 14 said postal employees’ wages account 
for ‘‘80 percent of all postal expenditures,'’ and rejected 
as ‘‘folly’’ Johnston's claim. 


IMMIGRATION 


Rep. Francis F. Walter (D Pa.) Sept. 10 said that 
‘contrary to persistent propaganda’’ United States im 
migration laws did not bar qualified aliens. Walter said 
preliminary reports by the Justice Department showed 
858,536 aliens were admitted in fiscal 1955, 237,590 seek- 
ing permanent residence, the rest on temporary visas 


POW REL EASI 


Sen. Walter F, George (1) Ga.) Sept. 11 said Com- 
munist China's pledge to release Americans held there 
was a ‘‘significant’’ sign it was ready to negotiate other 
Fast-West problems, (See CQ) Weekly Report, p. 1050.) 


NOMINATIONS 


President Lisenhower made the following recess 
appointments, subject to Senate confirmation 


Ekx-Rep. John W, Gwynne (RK lowa, 1935-1949) as 
chairman of the Federal Trade Commission; Sept. &. 
Ex-Gov. Sigurd Anderson of South Dakota as a 
member of the Federal Trade Commission; Sept. & 
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Action 
MILITARY PREPAREDNESS 


COMMITTEE -- Senate Armed Forces Preparedness 
Investigating Subcommittee. 

ACTION -- Sept. 12 released its first report on an 
investigation of United States military preparedness. The 
Subcommittee’s report was confined toa recital of profits 
made since 1942 by 21 major airframe companies which 
turned out most military aircraft. 

Subcommittee Chairman Lyndon B, Johnson (D Texas) 
said in an accompanying statement: ‘‘.,.obviously, we 
cannot make an objective report on America’s military 
strength unless we have a full appreciation of the economic 
factors behind that strength.,.we thought the public should 
have the benefit of the cold facts now.”’ 

In 40 pages of statistics on aircraft profits, the 
report showed that in 1954 the 21 companies earned a 
net profit equal to slightly more than 60 percent of their 
net worth before taxes and 29.4 percent after taxes, Net 
profit in 1954 was $472,335,000, or 7.7 percent of sales 
before taxes, and $231,180,000, or 3.8 percent after in- 
come taxes, 

The Subcommittee said it had ‘‘arrived at no con- 
clusions regarding the reasonableness of the profits made 
by these companies;'’ added that ‘‘all of us must be 
willing to pay any necessary price and make any neces- 
sary sacrifice to maintain the common defense and pre- 
serve our liberties. But we desire to emphasize the 
word ‘necessary,’ Surely,,.no one should be allowed to 
make excessive or unjustified profits.”’ 


GUILT BY KINSHIP 


COMMITTEE -- Senate Judiciary Constitutional 
Rights Subcommittee, 

ACTION -- Sept, 12 said it had asked the Civil Service 
Commission for a report on all government workers fired 
on security grounds involving ‘‘guilt by kinship’’ charges. 
Subcommittee Counsel Lon Hocker said CSC was asked 
to report ‘‘on the handling of all cases in which unfitness 
for government employment has been determined by the 
Civil Service Commission in whole or in part through 
relationships by blood or marriage with some other 
person,"’ 

RELATED DEVELOPMENT -- Subcommittee Chair- 
man Thomas C, Hennings, Jr.(DMo.), Sept. 11 announced 
the appointment of Miss Eleanor Bontecou of Arlington, 
Va., as a consultant on loyalty and security problems. 
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COMMUNIST SCHOOLS 


COMMITTEE -- Senate Government Operations 
Permanent Investigations Subcommittee. 

ACTION -- Subcommittee Chairman John L., McClel- 
lan (D Ark.) Sept. 13 said he would investigate reports 
the government had paid the tuition of many Korean war 
veterans enrolled in schools run by Communists. He said 
the situation apparently resulted from ‘‘a loophole”’ in a 
1952 law (PL. 550, 82nd Cong) which provided educational 
and other benefits for Korean war veterans, 

Whether the schools attempted to recruit the veterans 
into Communism was not clear, McClellan continued. He 
said he hoped the Subcommittee could hold public hearings 
by mid-November. 


COMMUNISTS IN GOVERNMENT 


COMMITTEE -- House Un-American Activities. 

ACTION -- Chairman Francis E, Walter (D Pa.) Sept. 
14 said the Committee had found evidence an extensive 
Communist cell was operating in the federal government 
as recently as 1954. Walter said he did not yet know 
whether the alleged cell’s members still were in the 
government, He estimated that ‘‘upwards of 150 people’’ 
belonged to the cell at one time or another, some of them 
‘‘in rather responsible positions’’ with the government. 

Former Communist Elizabeth Bentley told the Senate 
Judiciary Internal Security Subcommittee on May 29, 1952, 
that two Red spy rings probably were in the government. 
She said she had known of four, two of which had been 
exposed, Miss Bentley recently completed asummer job 
with the House unit, 


Hearings 
ANTITRUST PROBE 


COMMITTEE -- Senate Judiciary Antitrust and 
Monopoly Subcommittee. 

HELD HEARINGS -- On the application of antitrust 
laws to foreign trade and investments. 

TESTIMONY -- Sept. 13 -- David C, Murchison, 
former Federal Trade Commission consultant, opposed 
a proposed United Nations agreement designed to curb 
cartels and other restrictive business practices ininter- 
national trade, Under the proposed agreement, Murchison 
said, any country could engage in monopolistic practices 
legal under its own laws, The agreement would apply 
curbs ‘‘only to countries having antitrust laws and en- 
forcement programs,’’ he added. Murchison said the 
agreement would also ‘‘discriminate in favor of state- 
owned or operated enterprises’’ competing with private 
firms in international trade. 

Sigmund Timberg, secretary of the UN committee 
which drew upthe treaty, said it would obligate participat- 
ing governments toimplement antimonopolistic measures 
recommended by an international body set up under the 
pact. Timberg said the State Department in the spring 
of 1955 withdrew American support from the UN com- 
mittee’s proposals, holding that other nations had much 





lower antitrust standards than the U.S., thus making the 
treaty unworkable. 

Earl W. Kintner, Federal Trade Commission General 
Counsel, said the Commission was studying activities of 
every export association formed under the Webb-Pomer- 
ene Act of 1918. The Act, designed to help American 
firms compete with European cartels, exempted from 
antitrust laws associations set up for the sole purpose 
of engaging in export trade. 

Sept. 14 -- Representatives of the National Foreign 
[rade Council urged the federal government to clarify 
the antitrust laws as they applied to foreign trade and 
investment activities. Charles R, Carroll said criminal 
penalties should not be used against any American com- 
pany ‘‘on the basis of acts or omissions outside the 
boundaries of the United States."’ 

Sept. 15 -- Marshall M. Smith, deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce for International Affairs, said 
the application of antitrust laws to foreign commerce 
needed clarification. He said a survey by his department 
showed that American business firms considered other 
factors to be more important deterrents to investment 
abroad than uncertainty surrounding the antitrust laws, 
however, 

Thorsten V, Kalijarvi, deputy Assistant Secretary 
of State, said he thought the proposed UN agreement was 
not feasible, but that other less formal means existed 
for developing and expanding world economy, promoting 
world trade, and espousing free trade instead of cartels. 


KNOWLES PROBE 


COMMITTEE -- Senate Judiciary Internal Security 
Subcommittee. 

HELD HEARINGS -- On possible Communist Party 
activities of Mrs. Mary Knowles. 

BACKGROUND -- Mrs. Knowles in May, 1953, in- 
voked the Fifth Amendment and refused to tell the Sub- 
committee whether she was a Communist party member, 
as Charged by Herbert Philbrick, former FBI undercover 
agent. Mrs. Knowles then was dismissed as a librarian 
in South Norwood, Mass. For nearly two years she has 
been employed by the William Jeanes Memorial Library 
in Plymouth Meeting, Pa. The Subcommittee said the 
Fund for the Republic in June, 1955, awarded $5,000 to 
the library ‘‘for its ‘courageous and effective defense of 
democratic principles’ in refusing to discharge Mrs. 
Knowles on the demand of townspeople.”’ 

TESTIMONY -- Sept. 15 -- Mrs. Knowles refused to 
say whether she ever was a Communist and challenged 
the right of the Subcommittee to question her. She said 
that ‘‘for many, many years’’ she had no connection with 
any organization on the Attorney General's subversive 
list. She said the Fund for the Republic award was not 
a subsidy to the library but was made ‘‘for their 
courageous stand in employing me.’’ Sen. William E, 
Jenner (R Ind.), sole Subcommittee member at the hear- 
ing, said he felt Mrs. Knowles was in contempt. 

RELATED DEVELOPMENT -- The Subcommittee 
Sept. 12 asked the Justice Deparmtent to determine 
whether the Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc., 
was a Communist front organization, The request was 
made in a report on public hearings held by the 
Subcommittee at New Orleans in March, 1954. Subcom- 
mittee Chairman James O, Eastland (D Miss.) said the 
Fund was a revival of the disbanded Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare, cited by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities as a Communist front. 
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PUBLIC POWER POLICIES 


COMMITTEE -- House Government Operations Pub- 
lic Works and Resources Subcommittee. 

RECESSED HEARINGS -- On federal power policies, 
(See CQ Weekly Report, p. 1051.) 

TESTIMONY -- Sept. 10 -- At Idaho Falls, Idaho, 
Gus Norwood of the Northwest Public Power Association 
said a power interchange between the Interior Department 
and the Idaho Power Co, ‘‘violates...the Bonneville Power 
Act. It is highly discriminatory in favor of the Idaho 
Power Co. (and),..reverses the anti-monopoly clause”’ 
of the Act. 

Sept. 12 -- At San Francisco, Herman C, Kruse of 
the Pacific Gas & Electric Co, said Under Secretary of 
Interior Clarence Davis had asked him to find out views 
of western utility companies about certain Departmental 
regulations, the Department was considering revising. 
Kruse said his company’s law department gave him a 
memorandum of suggested changes. 

Subcommittee Chairman Earl Chudoff (D Pa.) said 
Davis ‘‘asked the utility for the changes’’ and ‘‘did not 
give the public’’ or ‘‘federal power customers’’ achance 
‘‘to comment or consider’’ them, 

Clare E, Hoffman (R Mich,), a Subcommittee mem- 
ber, said Chudoff did not ‘‘know anything about power’ 
and ‘‘.,.didn’t even know what REA”’ was, ‘‘It is apparent 
to me,’’ Chudoff said, ‘‘that the public is being cut off 
from public power that it is entitled to by shenanigans of 
the present (Eisenhower) Administration,’’ 

Sept. 13 -- A.J. Shaver of Nevada's Colorado River 
Commission said that Nevada was not giving up efforts 
to obtain power from California's Shasta Dam. Nevada 
entered a contract with the Interior Department for use 
of Shasta power and was unable to use Pacific Gas and 
Electric Co, lines to transmit the power out of California, 


PERSONNEL STUDY 


COMMITTEE -- House Government Operations In- 
ternational Operations Subcommittee, 

BEGAN HEARINGS -- On a study of overseas per- 
sonnel administration in the State Department. 

TESTIMONY -- Sept. 14 -- Chairman Philip Young 
of the Civil Service Commission said there were no undue 
difficulties in the work of a White House task force he 
headed which investigated overseas personne! adminis- 
tration in 1953-54 because two other study groups were 
working on the same problem. He saidhe had no advance 
notice of State Department creation of a similar group 
headed by Dr. Henry M, Wriston, Brown University pres- 
ident emeritus. 

Young said the Eisenhower Administration was not 
seeking one centralized personne! system for government 
employees, but unified procedures for personnel ad- 
ministration, 

Sept. 15 -- Wriston said several applicants for duty 
in the United States diplomatic service had been rejected 
because they had relatives considered security risks. He 
said the applicants had passed their security tests but 
‘they just didn’t get an appointment,”’ 

Wriston said ‘‘an individual should be judged on his 
own merit’’ and not on ‘‘mere relationship.’’ He said the 
State Department needed more language specialists, and 
should increase the rotation of consular employees be- 
tween Washington and foreign countries. 
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COMMITTEE CALENDAR 


SENATE COMMITTEES 


Judiciary Juvenile Delinquency Subcommittee 
-- Juvenile delinquency in Alaska, at An- 
chorage, and Fairbanks. Continues through 
Sept. 22. 

Judiciary Narcotics Subcommittee -- Illegal 
narcotics traffic, at New York City, Con- 
tinues Sept. 20, 21. Continues Sept. 22, 23 
at New Orleans. 

Judiciary Antitrust and Monopoly Subcommit- 
tee -- Mergers in the electric power indus- 
try. Continues through Sept, 23. 

Judiciary Internal Security Subcommittee -- 
Entry of Communist propaganda from Mex- 
ico and transhipment through New Orleans to 
South America. 


Judiciary Antitrust and Monopoly Subcommit- 


tee -- Dixon-Yates power contract. 

Judiciary Constitutional Rights Subcommittee 
-- Freedom of religion and separation of 
church and state. Continues through Oct, 7. 

Interstate and Foreign Commerce Merchant 
Marine Training Subcommittee -- Merchant 
Marine training and education, at Castine, 
Me, Continues at Portland, Me., Oct. 6; 
Massachusetts Maritime Academy, Oct. 24, 
25; Fort Schuyler, N.Y., Oct. 26; Kings 
Point, N.Y,., Oct. 27, 28; Washington, D.C., 
Oct, 31. 

Judiciary Constitutional Rights Subcommittee 
-- Freedom of speech and press. Continues 
through Oct. 28. 

Senate Agriculture and Forestry -- Federal 
farm programs at St, Paul, Minn, Continues 
at Worthington, Minn,, Oct. 25; Des Moines, 
lowa, Oct, 26; Brookings, $,D,, Oct. 27; 
Minot, $.D,, Oct. 28; Pendleton, Ore., Oct. 
31; Fresno, Calif., Nov. 2; Albuquerque, 
N.M., Nov. 4; Hutchinson, Kan,, Nov. 7; Fort 
Worth, Texas, Nov. 8, 9; Alexandria, L.a., 
Nov. 10; Macon, Ga., Nov, 12; Columbia, 
S.C,, Nov, 14; Raleigh, N.C,, Nov. 15; Mont- 
pelier, Vt., Nov, 18; Utica, N.Y., Nov, 19; 
Chicago, Ill., Nov, 21. 

Judiciary Immigration and Naturalization Sub- 
committee -- McCarran- Walter Act changes. 

Judiciary Constitutional Kights Subcommittee 
-- Right of assembly. Continues through 
Dec. 9, 

Interior and Insular Affairs Minerals, Materi- 
als, and Fuels Subcommittee -- Government 
timber sale policies, at Redding, Calif. 
Continues at Klamath Falls, Ore., Nov. 15; 
Medford, Ore., Nov, 16; Roseburg, Ore., 
Nov, 17; Eugene, Ore., Nov. 18; Portland, 
Ore., Nov. 21; Quinault Indian Reservation, 
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Wash., Nov, 22; Stevenson, Wash., Nov. 23; 
Colville Indian Reservation, Wash., Nov. 25: 
Seattle, Wash., Nov. 28 
Public Works -- Consider authorizing power 
development of the Niagara River. 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce -- Radio and 
television industry. 


HOUSE COMMITTEES 


Interior and Insular Affairs Irrigation and 
Reclamation Subcommittee -- Alaska’s 
water resources, at Nome. Continues at 
Anchorage, Sept. 20; Kodiak, Sept. 26; 
Juneau, Sept. 27; Ketchikan, Oct. 2. 

Interstate and Foreign Commerce Transpor- 
tation and Communications Subcommittee 
-- Report of the Presidential Advisory 
Committee on Transport Policy and Organi - 
zation, 

Judiciary Claims Subcommittee -- Claims for 
flooded land, at Devils lake, N.D. Con- 
tinues Sept. 21. 

Government Operations Special Subcommittee 
-- Suppression of government information 

Ways and Means Special Subcommittee -- 
Excise tax problems. Continues through 
Oct, 18. 

Banking and Currency Housing Subcommittee 
-- National housing, at New York City. 
Continues at New York Oct. 6; Newark, 
N.J., Oct. 11; Philadelphia, Oct, 12, 13. 

Interior and Insular Affairs Special Subcom- 
mittee -- Water distribution system leaks 
of the Southern San Joaquin (Calif.) Munici- 
pal Utility District, at Delano, Calif. Con- 
tinues Oct, 12, 


JOINT COMMITTEES 


Economic Report Economic Statistics Subcom- 
mittee -- Evaluate Federal Reserve System 
statistics. Continues Oct. 5. 

Economic Report Economic Stabilization Sub- 
committee -- Automation, Continues through 
Oct. 28. 

Economic Report Economic Statistics Sub- 
committee -- Unemployment, Continues 
Nov. 8. 

Economic Report Foreign Economic Policy 
Subcommittee -- Foreign economic policy 
Continues through Nov. 17. 

Economic Report Low-Income Families Sub- 
committee -- Low-income families. Con- 
tinues through Nov. 23, 

Economic report Tax Policy Subcommittee -- 
Tax policy. Continues through Dec. 16. 

















Capitol Quotes 





WELL LIKED -- ‘‘Our forces (in Austria) were 
apparently well liked.... Aceremony was held mark- 
ing the end of the occupation, When the American 
flag was lowered, there was practically no applause, 
showing that the people were not happy to see our 
forces leave, but the lowering of the Russian flag 
was greeted with wild applause.’’ -- Rep. William 
G. Bray (R Ind.) Sept. 15 newsletter. 


FREE GROWTH -- ‘‘Our phenomenal growth since 
this government was organized has been due to the 
free enterprise system.... Capital alone could not 
do it, and labor alone could not, but both working 
together did accomplish amazing results.... Every 
advance made in the cause of labor canbe attributed 
to the fact that the laborers became organized....it 
has been demonstrated, time and time again, that 
when capital and labor are willing to work harmon- 
iously, each receiving its just and fair share, there 
is no substitute for free enterprise, and the public 
generally applauds....’’ -- Rep. Usher L. Burdick 
(R N,D,) September newsletter. 


EVERYBODY TALKS -- ‘‘It is so different when you 
walk along the street and everybody speaks whether 
they ever knew you before or not. That is one of the 
things that I can’t get used to back East. Apparently 
you are not supposed to speak to anyone there unless 
you have been properly introduced. I don’t always 
obey this rule, and you would be surprised at the 
number of people who return the greeting and then 
watch you for a block down the street trying to think 
where in the world they have met you.”’ -- Rep. 
Walter Rogers (D Texas) September newsletter. 


ECONOMY -- ‘‘The national economy today is 
healthy and vigorous. This is a reflection of the 
ever increasing productive capacity of our indus- 
tries, the favorable’ situation in the world market 
and the skill of our labor force. There are, how- 
ever, various areas and industries throughout the 
nation where the general prosperity is hardly 
apparent. These areas must be of great concern 
to both the Congress and all our people, for, when 
one or more segments of the economy are in trouble 
a chain reaction may be started causing a recession 
throughout the nation.’’ -- Rep. Frank Thompson 
(D N.J.) Sept 10 newsletter. 
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EDUCATION -- ‘‘For the first time in the history 
of the United States all the Indian children have an 
opportunity to attend school.... But merely giving 
Indian children an equality of opportunity is insuf- 
ficient. Many Indians are unable to speak English 
and are untrained in any of the skills necessary to 
enable them to secure permanent employment. Hence 
they work,..at transient jobs. Whole families move 
onto these jobs and the children accompany their 
parents... As a result the children don’t get en- 
rolled in school for three or four weeks after school 
starts.’’ -- Rep. Lee Metcalf (D Mont.) September 
newsletter. 

‘‘In our time, it seems likely that the creative 
stimulus most enduring in its effects has been ap- 
plied by the scientific genius of this century, 
America is by no means the only resource of this 
brilliance, but we are primarily concerned with our 
ability to continue its uninterrupted development in 
our country. The recent disclosure of a shrinkage 
in the numbers of engineering school graduates 
represents a shortcoming in our efforts to maintain 
our scientific leadership. One half of our most 
gifted high school graduates have found it economic - 
ally impossible to complete their college training."’ 
-- Sen, George H. Bender (R Ohio), Sept 16 news- 
letter. 

“With the opening of another school year, we 
must again face the fact that this rich nation is 
giving second-rate education to millions of its 
children, |Last winter...a few children came (to 
Senate hearings) to tell about the appalling impact of 
the school shortage. Some told of school houses 
where dozens of children had to huddle around coal 
stoves to keep their hands warm in the winter... 
there has been much hesitation about meeting the 
school crisis, largely based on the argument that 
school problems are local problems and that the 
federal government should not ‘interfere’ in them. 
But I wonder how much longer the federal govern- 
ment can stand aside. A nation whose youth are 
being inadequately educated is a nation which cannot 
properly play its role in world leadership. It is a 
nation which does not offer its finest minds the 
opportunity to best realize their capabilities. It is 
a nation which cannot fulfill the highest promises of 
democracy.’ -- Rep. Harrison A, Williams, Jr. (D 
N.J.) Sept. 15 release. 














The Week in Congress 


: Republicans and Democrats agreed falling farm prices 
Farm Prices seemed destined to grow into atop 1956 domestic campaign 
issue. Midwestern Democrats accused the GOP Administration of a ‘‘ruthless be- 
trayal of American farmers.’’ Republicans saidthe farm situation was serious, but 
‘‘not insurmountable.’’ The Agriculture Department, meanwhile, reported a further 
4 percent drop in farm income, and Democratic Sen. Paul H. Douglas (Ill.) and GOP 
Chairman Leonard W, Hall argued over who was to blame. Agriculture Secretary 


Ezra Taft Benson said a solution to the problem was under study. 


Red Probes 


Librarian Mary Knowles told the Senate Judiciary 
Internal Security Subcommittee she was not current- 
ly a Communist, but declined to answer questions 
about possible past party activity. Meanwhile, two 
other Red-hunting units announced future investiga- 
tions of the Communist party. Chairman John L. 
McClellan (D Ark.) of the Senate Judiciary Perma- 
nent Investigations Subcommittee said there were 
reports the government had paid the tuition of many 
Korean war veterans enrolled in schools run by Com- 
munists. Chairman Francis E, Walter (D Pa.) of 
the House Un-American Activities Committee said 
his unit had evidence of a recent Red cell in the 
government, 


Touring Congressmen 


The end of the summer tourist season began bringing 
Congressmen home from trips abroad, and for the 
first time since Congress adjourned, the number of 
lawmakers entering the United States exceeded the 
number leaving. Most of those fresh from East and 
West Europe warned against too-quick acceptance of 
Russia's peace moves, and expressed satisfaction 
with the progress ofthe West’s military and economic 
programs, 


Antitrust Abroad 


Several witnesses before a Senate subcommittee 
studying antitrust laws urged clarification of the 
statutes as they apply to U.S, companies doing busi- 
ness abroad, Other witnesses criticized a proposed 
United Nations antitrust agreement as ‘“‘discrimina- 
tory’’ against Countries like the U.S, which have their 
own antitrust enforcement program. 
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Pressures Brigade 


The recorded ranks of the pressures brigade 
topped the 4,000 mark during the first session of 
the 84th Congress, Post-adjournment registra- 
tions raised to 4,030 the number of lobbyists who 
have registered since August, 1946, when the 
lobby law was enacted. With 347 registrants so 
far in 1955, the year’s total probably will ap- 
proach the 413 registrants in 1954, However, 
this still would be a long way from the 731 per- 
sons and organizations who registered in 1947, 
the first full year of the law’s operation. 





Power Politics 


Chairman Earl! Chudoff (D Pa.) and Clare E, Hoffman 
(R Mich.) clashed as their House subcommittee re- 
cessed an investigation of federal power policies. 
Chudoff complained about GOP Administration 
‘‘shenanigans’’ he said were cutting the public off 
from needed federal power. Hoffman said Chudoff 
didn’t ‘‘know anything about power.’’ 


Lobby Roundup 


Lobbies will feast on left-overs in 1956. Dozens of 
pressure drives ended inconclusively in 1955, ac- 
cording to Congressional Quarterly’s lobby survey. 
The political after-glow of unresolved major issues 
guarantees even hotter lobby campaigns in 1956, an 
election year. ‘The battle over taxes, for example, 
never ends. labor lobbyists fought for cuts in indi- 
vidual income taxes in 1955, and for repeal of reduc- 
tions granted to stockholders earning dividends. They 
and their Democratic champions lost to the Repub- 
lican Administration, the Chamber of Commerce of 
the U.S,, and the National Association of Manufac- 
turers. All hands will return for another round in 
1956. Key issue: Who will get the biggest share of 
the tax-cut melon? 
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